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are indifferent, or any ways defective, 
good dumps can never be produced from 
them. I have known feme artifts to make I 
their moulds with free-ftone, and feme ? 
even with clay or whiting. Thefirftis ge- | 
nerally too hard, and the two laft by no I 

means fit for the purpofe, being much too i 

foft. The beff thing for this purpofe is | 
fine clear hard chalk, which is perfeaiy 
free from flinty knots, or any other foreign j 

body. , ' 

If you fhould be lucky enough to get a 

piece at once fit for your purpofe, be care- ; 
ful that you do not fpoil it in the raanufac- ! 
turing: for fuch pieces as are proper tor 
the purpofe are hard to be come at. Th 1S 
piece fhould be about the fize of a penny- 
loaf. Cut this in half, the long way, cither 1 
with an old faw, or any other mftrument 

that will anfwer the purpote. i 

After having cut it in half, the 
will naturally be very rough , ord “ £ 

water. After , 
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to the light, you cannot fee the lead glimpfe 
of light? through them. In this pomt you 
fhould be particularly careful ; for, if the 
lead cavity is left, the hot metal, when it 
ic nnnrfd into it. will find its way through 


take great care. 

When you have properly fmoothed the 
two faces, you may then proceed to fafhion 
the outfides of your moulds. Four inches 
long, and three wide, are a very proper 
fize : to make them larger, would only add 
to their weight, and caufe them to be cum- 
berfome ; to make them lefs, would be re- 
ducing the number of your calls to two 
dumps only. 

It is a common pra&ice with fome ar- 
tifts to chip off with a knife, or fome fuch 
thing, all the outer rough parts of the 
mould ; but this is a very wrong method, 
as I have often feen them broke to pieces 
by this means : I rather would advife 
them to grind them on a fmooth ftone ; 
for, though there is a little more trouble 
in it, it is a fafer way, and does not ex- 
pofe you to that heart-breaking circum- 
ftance of deftroying all your work by 


